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WHO definition of substandard and falsified medical products (SFMP)

• Focus on public health, not protection of intellectual property rights 

• Three separate classification - origins and solutions differ considerably

 Result from negligent 
factory error or degraded 
due to improper storage
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 Criminal intention 
/Intentional fraudulent 
production 

Adapted from a slide created by Cathrin Hauk. Source: WHO, 2017



“Facilitating access to evidence”

on substandard and falsified medical products



Medicine Quality Monitoring Globe (MQM Globe):

Regulatory & alerts webpages 

https://www.iddo.org/mqmglobe/



MQM Globe – Media monitoring of SFMP

Open source intelligence 
(OSINT)

for public health security

https://www.iddo.org/mqmglobe/
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Collection of data 

(in times of crisis)

Insights
from data

Data for 

public health 

intelligence

Public health

intelligence 

in action 

Understanding the use of 
Online News Media reports



Challenges of media reports
for surveillance and public health research 
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Newsworthiness Lack of validation Languages collected

Source: Van Assche, K. et al. 2025
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Collection of data 

(in times of crisis)

Insights
from data

Data for 

public health 

intelligence

Public health

intelligence 

in action 

Understanding the use of 
Online News Media reports

Insights into the epidemiology 
of

substandard and falsified 
medical products 
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SFMP: Substandard and falsified medical product

Example: COVID-19 case study 

SFMP events published per month SFMP events per country

Source: Van Assche, K. et al. 2025
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Value of MQM Globe & SFMP during 
COVID-19

Complement existing systems and data as

• Early Warning System

• Research tool 



12Sources: WHO 2024 & UNODC 2026
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Data fragmentation

Underreporting of seizures

Limitations of conversion 
assumptions

Lack of harmonization in 
classification categories (S/F/U)

Generalizations regarding the 
nature of seized products 
(therapeutic class)Sources: WHO 2024 & UNODC 2026

Source: UNODC 2026Source: WHO 2024
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Collection of data 

in times of crisis

Insights
from data

Data for 

public health 

intelligence

Public health

intelligence 

in action 

Source pictures: WHO 2021

https://www.who.int/initiatives/eios/global-technical-meeting-2021
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