
How collaboration across sectors at the intersection of 
sexual health, substance use, mental well-being, and 

'kink culture' can make positive impact. 

A practical case study: Kink Responsibly at the 
Darklands Festival.



Beyond Darklands?



International gay 
fetish festival

Community care 
& education

Empowerment & 
expression

Collaborative 
playground





FOTO DARKLANDS******

9.000
visitors

>300
crewmembers

5
days + city events



Why Kink Responsibly



Rising figures
STI figures in recent years

Personal
Concern of the organizer regarding 

STIs, drug use, etc.

Community
Awareness and demand from the 

community itself, due to little 
connection with this theme



Therefore Kink Responsibly



Phenomenon
≠ problem

Chemsex as a phenomenon, not a 
problem (just like the themes STI 

and mental and physical well-being)

Stigma & image
Prevented by correct word usage, 
way of education. Attractive and 
educational for visitors, without a 

wagging finger.

Correct
Correct information and 

cross-pollination between the 
disciplines, regarding target group, 

dialogue with the community,...



Two main 
objectives

Inform Darklands visitors 
with correct information

Cross-pollination between 
the 'professional' world and 

in-the-field.

Three themes

Chemsex

Sexually Transmitted Infections 
(STI)

Mental and physical well-being







Result Kink Responsibly



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1pPvUziYEkI1WR0WYwTOwio5inzP8Cfei/preview








Results

● Expertise together.
● Co-creation between sector and Darklands.
● New insights for visitors in a non-judgmental way.
● Dialogue between the sector and the community.
● The sector could also learn from the community itself.
● The message was delivered in the language of the 

community.





More about Kink Responsibly
darklands.com/kink-responsibly



Q&A



Questions or interested in working together?

Elio De Bolle Daneels
Beyond Darklands

elio.debolle@darklands.com




